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Alleluia! 

Christ is Risen! 
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Family Prayer  

for Holy Week and Easter 
from the Book of Common Prayer 
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“The sacred mysteries of the coming week, the very apex of the 

Church year, are brought into our homes. Actually, we move   

gently back and forth from the sacred rites at church to folk and 

family traditions and then back again to the richness of the 

Church. The tangible signs of our inner transformations are 

found in materia in the ordinary and daily things around us,    

renewed and charged with meaning. During Holy Week our    

celebrations are especially rich in those material symbols. All of 

us — our every sense and fiber — is involved. Bread and meats, 

kiss and cross, oil and water, water and fire, passion and praise, 

candles and eggs and dress and chants, primal laments and 

bursts of thanks, fasting and feasting, silence and sounds, all 

these mix and point up the poetry of paradoxes which the sacred 

mysteries celebrate.  The simple objects are within our reach at 

home. The simple gestures done at church and then at home 

with reverence and consciousness can bring the mysteries 

straight to hearth and table and chair and bed.”  

Gertrud Mueller Nelson, To Dance with God 
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overcome death, and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life: We 

humbly beseech thee that, as by thy special grace preceding us, thou 

dost put into our minds good desires, so by thy continual help we may 

bring the same to good effect; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost ever, one God, 

world without end. Amen.  

Special Prayers 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellow-

ship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.  

 

Collects for Easter Octave 

Easter Monday: O God, whose blessed Son did manifest himself to his 

disciples in the breaking of bread; Open, we pray thee, the eyes of our 

faith, that we may behold thee in all thy works; through the same thy 

Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Easter Tuesday: Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that we who 

celebrate with reverence the Paschal feast, may be found worthy to at-

tain to everlasting joys; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

Suggested Additional readings 

Easter Monday: Mark 16:1-8 

Easter Tuesday: Acts 10:34-43 

Easter Wednesday: Luke 24:13-27 

Easter Thursday: Luke 24:28-35 

Easter Friday: Luke 24:36-43 

Easter Saturday: Luke 24:44-48 
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Easter Family Liturgy 

Head of family: Alleluia! Christ is risen!  

Family: He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

(The following is read throughout the Octave of Easter:) 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: therefore let us keep the feast, not 

with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but 

with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. (1 Cor. 5:7) 

Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more do-

minion over him. For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he 

liveth, he liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 

indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Rom. 

6:9) 

Christ is risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that 

slept. For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of 

the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

(I Cor. 15:20) 

(All) Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Ghost; as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world 

without end Amen.  

(All) Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed by thy Name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temp-

tation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Collect for the Day (only for Monday and Tuesday) 

Collect for Easter (to be used throughout Easter week) 

Almighty God, who through thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ hast 
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Holy Week Family Liturgy 

Short Reading (suggested on next page) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed by thy Name. Thy king-

dom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we for-

give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into tempta-

tion, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Collect for the Day (see next page) 

Collect for Holy Week (to be used every day until Good Friday) 

Almighty and everlasting God, who, of thy tender love towards man-

kind, hast sent thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, to take upon him our 

flesh, and to suffer death upon the cross, that all mankind should fol-

low the example of his great humility; Mercifully grant, that we may 

both follow the example of his patience, and also be made partakers of 

his resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Special Prayers 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellow-

ship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.  
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Collect for Monday before Easter 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he 

suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified; Mer-

cifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none 

other than the way of life and peace; through the same thy Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Tuesday before Easter 

O Lord God, whose blessed Son, our Saviour, gave his back to the smit-

ers and hid not his face from shame; Grant us grace to take joyfully the 

sufferings of the present time, in full assurance of the glory that shall be 

revealed; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Wednesday before Easter 

Assist us mercifully with thy help, O Lord God of our salvation; that we 

may enter with joy upon the meditation of those mighty acts, whereby 

thou hast given unto us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

Maundy Thursday 

Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, did 

institute the Sacrament of his Body and Blood; Mercifully grant that we 

may thankfully receive the same in remembrance of him, who in these 

holy mysteries giveth us a pledge of life eternal; the same thy Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who now liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 

Spirit ever, one God, world without end.  

Good Friday Collects 

Almighty God, we beseech thee graciously to behold this thy family, for 

which our Lord Jesus Christ was contented to be betrayed, and given 

up into the hands of wicked men, and to suffer death upon the cross; 

who now liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost ever, one 

God, world without end. Amen. 
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Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of the 

Church is governed and sanctified; Receive our supplications and pray-

ers, which we offer before thee for all estates of men in thy holy 

Church, that every member of the same ,in his vocation and ministry, 

may truly and godly serve thee; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

O Merciful God, who hast made all men, and hatest nothing that thou 

hast made, nor desirest the death of a sinner but rather that he should 

be converted and live; Have mercy upon all who know thee not as thou 

art revealed in the Gospel of thy Son. Take from them all ignorance, 

hardness of heart, and contempt of thy Word; and so fetch them home, 

blessed Lord, to thy fold, that they may be made one flock under one 

shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

Easter Evening (Holy Saturday) 

Grant, O Lord, that as we are baptized into the death of thy blessed 

Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, so by continual mortifying our corrupt 

affections we may be buried with him; and that through the grave, and 

gate of death, we may pass to our joyful resurrection; for his merits, 

who died, and was buried, and rose again for us, the same thy Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Suggested Readings for Each Day of Holy Week 

Holy Monday: Jesus Cleanses the Temple. Matthew 21:12-17 

Holy Tuesday: Jesus is anointed for burial at Bethany. Matthew 26:6-13 

Spy Wednesday: Judas betrays Jesus. Matthew 26: 14-16, 20-25 

Maundy Thursday: The Last Supper. Matthew 26:26-29. Jesus Washes 

the disciples feet. John 13:1-15 

Good Friday: Jesus’s Trial, Execution, and Death John 19:17-30 

Holy Saturday: Jesus is in the tomb. John 19:38-42 


